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Claims 

1. (CuiTeiitly Amended) A method for transferring medical record 
information of a patient between portable processmg devices, comprising the steps of: 

on a first portable processing device, 

selecting information to be transferred in response to user command; 

establishing a bidirectional communication link with a second portable 
processing device; 

validating identification data of a med i cal information recipient 
associated with s aid second portable device to de t ermine said rec ipient is authorized 
to acces s said s elected informatiorii and 

communicating patient identification information and said selected 
information on said established communication link in response to user selection oi a 
displayed icon. 

2. (Previously Amended) A method according to claim 1, wherein 
said eslabiished communicafion link with said second portable 

processing device includes a wireless link and 

said step of selecting information to be transferred comprises selecting 
at least osie of. (a) medical information associated vvith a plurality of patients, {b) 
medical inlormation associated with a specific patient, (c) laboratory test results for a 
specific patient, (d) a medical report associated with a plurality of patients and (e) 
medical information associated with a specific healthcare provider and an associated 
group of patients. 

3. (Original) A method according to claim 2. wherein 

said step of selecting information to be transferred includes she step of 
supjjorting user navigation, m response to user command, through a 
phiraHty of disjslay images to enable selection of said information to lie transferred. 

4. (Original) A method according to claim K including the step of 
configiu'ing said method of transferring patient record information 

between portable processing devices by pre-selecting data elements comprising said 
patient identification information. 
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5. (Original) A method according to claim 4, wherein 
said data elements comprising said patient identification information 
include at least two of (a) iisername. (b) password, (c) patient identifier, (d) patient 
gender identifier, (e) patient birth date and (f) calling application identification 
supponing return of control to said catling application upon completion of 
communication on an established communication link. 



6. (Original) A method according lo claim 1, including the steps of 
validating user authorization to access said selected information, and 
inhibiting communication of said selected information on said 

established communication link in response to unsuccessful validation of user 

authorization to access said selected information. 



7. (Currently Amended) A method according lo claim 1, wherein 

said bidirectional commun ication lin k betwe en said first and s econd 

portable processing devices is direct without i ntervening devices and including the 

steps of 

inhibiting communication of said selected information on said 
established communication link in response to unsuccessful validation of t^eeeftd- user 
authorization t£jjMijIlcdkilLii]f<>OI^ to access said communicated 

s e i ec ted i ni "orma ti on . 



8. (C'urrenli} Amended? A method according to claim 7. w herein 

said idenli ficaiio n daia ciymprises au t ho ii /ai i on in ft >r m atij .m received 

IJiLiilldJirst jToni!bJejirocc\ss^^ 4,1 

rei?ei vmg^^-e<;K-^+tl-«sei^+dH>)wtiott" irH^ormati-t rt>4t4emif ytt^g-T^-stHrewd 

iwt44s'airtlwiHzc<f4<^-ac-trtt-s-^vaid sefected-Hiftwmalww. 



9- (Original) A method according to claim I, including the step of 
storing a plural it\ of conmnmication settings associated with a 
plurality of corresponding communication links; 

sequentially initiating communication on individual communication 
links, one at a time, using associated corresponding communication settings until an 
acknowiedgement is received within a predetermined time-out window indicating a 
communication link with a second portable processing device is established. 
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10. (Original) A method according to claim 9, wherein 

said plurality of communication links comprise at least two (a) 
connection via a PC compatible serial port, (b) connection via an infra-red link to a 
PC compatible serial port, (c) connection via an Ethernet compatible network (d) 
connection via an infra-red link lo an Ethernet compatible network and (e) a wireless 
network connection. 

1 1 . (Original) A method according to claim 9, wherein 

said step of sequentially initiating communication is performed 
automatically upon detection of a lost connection to support seamless operation of 
said portable processing device. 

12. (Previously Amended) A method according to claim 9, wherein 
said established communication link with said second portable 

processing device includes a wireless link and 

said commimication settings comprise a set of communication settings 
applicable to a corresponding individual communication link. 

13. (Original) A method according to claim 12, wherein 

said set of communication settings include at least two of, (a) data rate, 
(b) protocol identifier, (c) sender identifier code, (d) error handling code identifier and 
(e) data format identifier. 

14. (Previously amended) A method according to claim 9. wherein said 
initiating communication step comprises 

initiating communication on said plurality of communication links one 
at a time in a predetermined sequential order. 

\5. (Original) A method according to claim 9. including the step of 
communicating at least two of (a) username, (b) password, (c) patient 
identifier, (d) patient gender identifier, (e) patient birth dale and (f) calling application 
identification supporting return of control to said calling application upon completion 
of communication on an established communication link. 
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16. (Original) A method according to claim 9, including the step of 
repeating said initiating cominttnication step for a predetermined 

number of limes until a connection is established or a communication failure is 

declared. 

!?, (Currently Amended) A method for receiving medical record 
information communicated to a ITrst receiving portable processing device from a 
second portable processing device, comprising the steps of: 
on a first receiving portable processing device, 

validating user authorizalion to access medical informalson; 

establishing a bidirectional communication link with a second portable 
processing device; 

validating identification data of a medica l information recipient 
associated with said second portable device t o determ ine said recipient is authorized 
to access said select ed in formation: 

inhibiting access to said medical information in response to 
unsuccessful validation of said identification data and recipient «s*w-authorization, 
said inhibiting access being performed by at least one of, 

(a) inhibiting receiving said medical information and 
associated patient identification information on said established communication link, 
and 

(b) inhibiting storing said medical information and associated 
patient identification information received on said established communication link, 

18. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 17. including 

the step of 

initiating generation of a message to prompt a mer recipient to affirm 
receipt of said medical information is desired, and 

inhibiting receipt of said medical information in response to a non- 
affirmation. 

19. (Previously Amended) A method according to claim 17, wherein 
said established communication link with said second portable 

processing device includes a wireless link and 

said validation of user authorization comprises password validation. 
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20. (Origina}) A method according to claim 17, including the step of 
configuring said method of transferring patient record informafion 

between portable processing devices by pre-selecting data elements comprising said 
patient identification information. 

21 . (Original) A. method according to claim 20, wherein 

said data elements comprising said patient identification inlbrmation 
include at least two of (a) username, (b) password, (c) patient identifier, (d) patient 
gender identifier, (e) patient birth dale and (f) calling application identification 
supporting return of control to said calling application upon completion of 
communication on an established communication link. 

22. (Currently Amended) A system for transferring medical record 
information of a patient between portable processing devices, comprising: 

a first portable processing device including, 

a navigation processor supporting user navigation and selection of 
information to be transferred; and 

a communication network for, 

establishing a bidirectional communication link with a second 
portable processing device; 

validatin g identification data of a m edical inf ormation recipient 
associated with said second portable device to determine said recipient is authorized 
to ac c ess said selected informa tion; and 

eonmiunicating patient identification information and said 
selected information on said established communication link \n response to user 
selection of a displayed icon. 
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